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where Simon the Cyrenian assumed ‘the burden | in Palestine confined chiefly to the latter part 
of the cross, the hole in which the .¢ross was|of autumn and winter; while the remaining 
planted, the chamber where the last sitipper was | months enjoy almost uninterruptedly a cloud- 





eaten, and a multitude of others. Yet he takes|less sky. ‘The autumnal rains, the early rains 
some pains to disprove by evidence, historical | of Scripture, usually commence in the latter 
and topographical, the allegation of the Monks, | half of October, or beginning of November ; 
to which some writers of repute have assented, | not suddenly, but by degrees; which gives 
that the “church of the holy sepulchre”’ actu- | opportunity for the husbandman to sow his 
ally covers the tomb from which Christ arose, | fields of wheat and barley. ‘The rains come 
as well as the place of the crucifixion. In the | mostly from the west or southwest, continuing 
course of his argument, he makes these very | for two or three days at a time, and falling es- 
judicious remarks. ‘* That the early Chris-| pecially during the nights. ‘Then the wind 
tians at Jerusalem must have had a knowledge | chops round to the north or east, and several 
of the places where the Lord was crucified aud | days of fine weather succeed. During the 
buried, there can be no doubt; that they erected | months of November and December the rains 
* The place to which Solomon was brought their churches on places consecrated by mira-| continue to fall heavily, and afterwards they 
from Jerusalem to be anointed was called |cles, and especially on Calvary and over our|return only at longer intervals, and are less 
Gihon ; but the direction of it from the city is} Lord’s sepulchre, is a more questionable posi- heavy; but at no period during the winter do 
not specified, Ata later period we are told of| tion. There is at least no trace of it in the | they entirely cease to occur. Snow often falls 
King Hezekiah that he ‘ stopped the upper} New Testament, nor in the history of the pri-| in Jerusalem in January and February to the 
water-course [or upper outflow of the waters] | mitive church. ‘The four gospels which describe | depth of a foot or more; but does not usually 
of Gihon, and brought it down to the west side | so minutely the circumstances of the crucifixion lie long. ‘The ground never freezes; but 
of the eity of David.’ It is said too that * he| and resurrection, mention the sepulchre only | Whiting had seen the pool back of his house 
took counsel with his princes and his mighty | in general terms; and although some of them | coveted with thin ice for one or two days. 
men to stop the waters of the fountains which | were written thirty or forty years after these} ‘* Rain continues to fall more or less through 
were without the city; and there was gathered | events, yet they are silent as to any veneration | the month of March, but is rare after that pe- 
much people together, who stopped all the! of the sepulchre, and also as to its very exist-| riod. During the present season there had been 
fountains and the brook that ran through the) ence at that time. ‘The writers do not even ‘litde or wone in March, and indeed the whole 
midst of the land, saying, why should the| make in behalf of their Lord and Master the | quantity of rain had been less than usual. Nor 
kings of Assyria come, and find much water?’ | natural appeal which Peter employs in the |is there at the present day any particular pe- 
The son of Sirach also informs us that * Heze-| case of David, ‘ that he is both dead and buried, | riods of rain, or succession of showers, which 
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kiah strengthened his city, and brought inj and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.’ 
water in the midst of it; he dug with iron into| The great apostle of the Gentiles too, whose | 
the rock, and built fountains for the waters.’ | constant theme is the death and resurrection of 
Josephus mentions also the fountain of Gihon. | our Lord and the glory of his cross, has not in | 
From all these passages, I am unable to arrive | all his writings the slightest allusion to any 
at any other conclusion, than that there existed | reverence for the p/ace of these great events, or | 
anciently a fountain Gihon.on the west of the} the instrument of the Saviour’s passion. On| 
city, which was stopped or covered over by} the contrary, the whole tenor of our Lord’s 
Hezekiah, and its waters brought down by sub-| teaching and that of Paul, and indeed of every 
terranean channels into the city. Before that} part of the New ‘Testament, was directed to | 
time it would naturally have flowed down | draw off the minds of men from an attachment 


might be regarded as distinct rainy seasons. 
The whole period, from October to March, 
now constitutes only one continued season of 
rain, without any regularly intervening term of 
fair weather. Unless therefore there has been 
some change in the climate since the times of 
the New Testament, the early and the latter 
rains, for which the husbandman waited with 
longing, seem rather to have implied the first 
showers of autumn, which revived the parched 
and thirsty earth, and prepared it for the seed ; 


through the valley of Gihon or Hinnom, and | 


probably it formed the ‘brook’ which was 
stopped at the same time. 

“The fountain may have been stopped, and 
its waters thus secured very easily, by digging 
deep, and erecting over it one or more vaulted 
subterranean chambers. Something of the very 
same kind is still seen at the fountain near So- 
lomon’s Pools beyond Bethlehem, where the 
water rises in subterranean chambers, to which 
there is no access except down a narrow shaft 
like a well. In this way the waters of Gihon 
would be withdrawn from the enemy, and pre- 
served to the city; in which they would seem 
to have been distributed among various reser- 
voirs and fountains.” 

_ Robinson paid but little regard to those ob- 
jects which have usually attracted much of the 
attention of visitors at Jerusalem—the reputed 
places where many of the events recorded by 


to particular times and places, and to lead the | and the later showers of spring, which con- 
true worshippers to worship God, not merely | tinued to refresh and forward both the ripening 
at Jerusalem or at Mount Gerizim, but every | crops and the vernal products of the fields. 
where ‘ in spirit and in truth.’ ”’ ‘** During the whole winter the roads, or 
He remarks elsewhere, the striking deficiency | rather tracks, in Palestine are muddy, deep, 
of the New Testament in topographical details, | and slippery; so that the traveller at this season 
compared with the Old, which he so frequenily | is subjected to the utmost discomfort and incon- 
found exactly descriptive of places which be-| venience. When the rains cease, the mud 
came the subjects of his investigations. We|soon disappears, and the roads become hard, 
can readily understand why this should be,|though never smooth. Whoever therefore 
when we remember the proneness of mankind | wishes to profit most by a journey in Palestine, 
to forsake the substance for the shadow—the | will take care not to arrive at Jerusalem eariier 
things which are spiritually discerned for the| than the latter part of March. During the 
objects of sense. |months of April and May, the sky is usually 
** Climate.—The climate of the mountainous | serene, the air mild and balmy, and the face of 
tract on which Jerusalem is situated, differs | nature, after seasons of ordinary rain, still green 
from that of the temperate parts of Europe and | and pleasant to the eye. Showers occur ocea- 
America, more in the alternations of wet and sionally; but they are mild and refreshing. On 
dry seasons, than in the degrees of temperature. | the Ist of May we experienced showers in the 
The variations of rain and sunshine, which in| city; and at evening there was thunder and 
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lightning, (which are frequent in winter,) with 
pleasant and reviving rain. ‘The 6th was also 
remarkable for thunder, and for several show- 
ers, some of which were quite heavy. The 
rains of both these days extended far to the 
north, and overtook our missionary friends who 
were returning from Jerusalem to Beirut. But 
the occurrence of rain, so late in the season, 
was regarded as a very unusual circumstance. 
Morning mists, however, are occasionally seen 
at a still later period. 

‘In ordinary seasons, from the cessation of 
the showers in spring, until their commence- 
ment in October or November, rain never falls, 
and the sky is usually serene. If during the 
winter there has been a sufficiency of rain, the 
husbandman is certain of his crop, and is also 
perfectly sure of fine weather for the ingatier- 
ing of the harvest. ‘Snow in summer and rain 
in harvest,’ were things incomprehensible to a 
Hebrew—Prov. xvi. 1. Rain in wheat harvest 
occurred only by a miracle—1 Sam. xii. 17. 
The high elevation of Jerusalem secures it 
the privilege of a pure atmosphere ; nor does 


the heat of summer ever become oppressive, | 


except during the occasional prevalence of the 
south wind, Sirocco; ‘and when ye see the 
south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat, 
and it cometh to pass.” Yet the total absence 
of rain soon destroys the verdure of the fields, 
and gives to the whole landscape the aspect of 
drought and barrenness. ‘The only green 
thing which remains is the foliage of the scat- 
tered fruit trees, and occasional vineyards and 
fields of millet. ‘The deep green of the broad 
fig leaves, and of the millet, is delightful to the 
eye in the midst of the general aridness ; while 
the foliage of the olive, with its dull grayish 
hue, scarcely deserves the name of verdure.”’ 
‘The grain is cut during the last spring and first 
summer months. Jerusalem is abundantly 
supplied with delicious grapes from the 7th 
to the 11th months, and the fine oranges of 
Yofa are carried there in quantities during the 
summer season. 

‘* In autumn the whole land has become dry 
and parched ; the cisterns are nearly empty ; 
the few streams and fountains fail, and all na- 
ture, physical and animal, looks forward with 
longing to the return of the rainy season. 
Mists and clouds begin to make their appear- 
ance, and showers occasionally to fall; the 
husbandman sows his seed, and the thirsty 
earth is soon drenched with an abundance of 
rain.” 

Having spent several weeks in investigating 
the antiquities of Jerusalem, Robinson now 
commenced a series of highly interesting ex- 
cursions, still making that city his head quar- 
ters. He occupied six weeks in this manner 
before finally leaving it, and during that time 
visited many parts of the country, not before 
seen by any Frank traveller on record, and was 
enabled to ascertain the true position of a num- 
ber of places mentioned in the Old Testament, 
which have been in the lapse of ages quite lost 
sight of, or grossly misplaced by geographers. 
It would be impossible within reasonable limits 
to follow him through more than ore or two of 
these excursions. ‘That to ’Ain Jidy (Engedi) 
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beyond which he left the great southern high 
road, taking a by-way more to the east, run- 
ning in the same direction through Tekua (an- 
ciently Tekoa) and joining it again at Tell 
Zif (the hill Ziph). He then continued on the 
main road as far south as Kurmul, (Carmel,) 
from which place he turned east across a rug- 
ged desert, extending to the borders of the 
Dead Sea, along the northwest coast of which 
he travelled to the mouth of Jordan, returning 
to Jerusalem by way of Jericho. 

‘This Carmel is not to be confounded with 
Mount Carmel on the Mediterranean, the scene 
of Elijah’s triumph over the prophets of Baal. 
It is the Carmel where Nabal fed his flocks. 
Robinson says, ‘‘ we were here in the midst of 
scenes, memorable of old for the adventures of 
David, during his wanderiugs in order to escape 
from the jealousy of Saul ; and we did not fail 
to peruse here, and with the deepest interest, 
the chapters of Scripture which record the 
history of those wanderings and adventures. 
Ziph and Maon gave their names to the desert 
on the east, as did also En-gedi; and twice did 
the inhabitants of Ziph attempt to betray the 
youthful outlaw to the vengeance of his per- 
secutor. At that time David and his men ap- 
pear to have been very much in the condition 
of similar outlaws at the present day; for ‘every 
one that was in distress, and every one that was 
in debt, and every one that was discontented, 
gathered themselves unto him, and he became 
a captain over them, and there were with him 
about 400 men.’ 1 Sam. xxiii. 19. xxvi. 1. 
They lurked in these deserts, associating with 
the herdsmen and shepherds of Nabal and 
others, and doing them good offices, probably 
in return for information and supplies obtained 
through them. 

** Hence, when Nabal held his annual sheep- 
shearing in Carmel, David felt himself entitled 
to share in the festival, and sent a message re- 
counting his own services, and asking for a pre- 
sent; ‘ Wherefore let the young men find 
favour in thine eyes; for we come in a good 
day; give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to 
thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son 
David.’ In all these particulars we were deeply 
struck with the truth and strength of the bib- 
lical descriptions of manners and customs, al- 
most identically the same as they exist at the 
present day. On such a festive occasion, near 
a town or village, even in our own time, an 
Arab Sheikh of the neighbouring desert would 
hardly fail to put in a word, either in person or 
by message, and his message, both in form and 
substance, would be only the transcript of that 
of David.” 





(To be continued.) 


For “ The Friend.” 
THE SLAVE TRADE AND SLAVERY. 


From a statement in a late number of ‘* The 
Friend,” it appears that for several years past, 
100,000 negroes have been annually imported 
into Brazil, and it is believed, that, including 
those who are killed in Africa in wars under- 
taken for the purpose of procuring slaves, there 
are, daily, 1000 new victims to the terrible 


is full of interest. It occupied ‘he whole of|* institution” of slavery. In turning my atten- 


the second week of the 5th month. He first 
proceeded south through Bethlehem, a little 


tion a little towards this melancholy subject, I 
was led to a hasty review of the former direct 


ne 


connection of the Society of Friends with the 
slave trade and slavery; and to inquire whether 
we are yet quite clear of all participation in 
them. 

There may have been some earlier action in 
the Society; but by a reference to some minutes 
in my possession, I find that at Concord Quar- 
terly Meeting, held in the 6th mo., (old style,) 
1715, the subject of importing and buying ne- 
groes *‘ was taken into serious and weighty 
consideration, and it was the unanimous sense 
and judgment of this meeting, that Friends 
should not be concerned in the importation nor 
buying of them for the future, and that the same 
be laid before the next yearly meeting for their 
concurrence therein.’’ It does not appear that 
the yearly meeting was prepared to adopt the 
proposition, for in the 9th month of the follow- 
ing year, the quarterly meeting had the subject 
before it again, and made the following minute, 
viz :—** Chester meeting desires that this meet- 
ing will take into consideration the practice 
some Friends are in concerning the buying anf™ 
selling of negroes, (which encourages the im- 
portation of them,) and proposes that no Friends 
be found in the practice (of buying any that 
shall be imported for the future) which this 
meeting taking into their serious and weighty 
consideration, agrees that it be offered to the 
consideration of the next yearly meeting, that 
no Friends buy any that may be imported for 
the future.” 

It is evident, from the original minute of the 
quarterly meeting, that the proposition as it was 
sent up from Chester related to the buying and 
selling of negroes generally—including such 
as had already been imported, as well as those 
that might ‘* be imported for the future’’—and 
that no Friends might be found in the practice. 
The quarterly meeting, however, could not go 
so far; and the words which I have enclosed in 
parenthesis, were interlined in the minute— 
thus limiting the restriction to those negroes 
that might be imported for the future. 

I do not find the subject again mentioned in 
the minutes of the quarterly meeting until the 
9th of the 9th mo., 1730, when, after reciting 
several recommendations from the yearly meet- 
ing relative to ministers, and to ** tomb-stones, 
and other marks of distinction, set up at or 
upon graves’’—the following minute occurs, 
viz :—** Friends at their yearly meeting -re- 
suming the consideration of the proposition 
formerly of our quarterly meetings, relating to 
the purchasing of such negroes as may be here- 
after imported, and having reviewed and con- 
sidered the former minutes relating thereto, and 
having maturely deliberated thereon, are now 
of opinion that Friends ought to be very cau- 
tious of making any such purchases for the 
future, it being disagreeable to the sense of this 
yearly meeting, and the said meeting recom- 
mends it to the care of the several monthly 
meetings, to see that such who may be or are 
likely to be found in that practice, may be 
admonished and cautioned how they offend 
herein.” 

Thus, after the subject had been at least fif- 
teen years before the yearly meeting, Friends 
were not absolutely prohibited from purchasing 
negroes that might be thereafter imported, but 
were to be very cautious of making such pur- 
chases. I have not the means of ascertaining 
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at what period the actual prohibition took 
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our concern proceeded; and have cause in| 
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J. Woolman, in his Introduction to * Con- 


place, but the earliest advice contained in our}reverent thankfulness, humbly to bow down| siderations on the Keeping of Negroes,” seems 
book of Discipline is of the date of 1755,| before the Lord, who was near to me, and pre- | applicable to the present state of our Society, 


when it was said, ‘‘ It appears to have been the 
concern of this meeting, revived from time to 
time, with increasing weight, to testify their 
entire disunity with the practice of enslaving 
mankind, and particularly to guard all in mem- 
bership with us against being in any degree 
concerned in the purchase of slaves from the 
coast of Africa, or other parts ;’’ and at this 
time (how much earlier | know not) one of 
our queries ran thus :—*‘ Are there any con- 
cerned in the importation of negroes, or buying 
them after imported.” 

It was about 1743 that John Woolman was 


not easy to write a conveyance of a slave, al-| 
though ‘an elderly man, a member of our! 


, 


Society, bought her ;” and in 1746, during a 
journey in Virginia and Maryland, he felt un- 
easy when partaking of the produce of the 


| 


served my mind in calmness under some sharp | 
conflicts, and begat a spirit of sympathy and 
tenderness in me towards some who were! 
grievously entangled by the spirit of this 
world.” In company with John Churchman, | 
he visited some of the more active members in 
our Society at Philadelphia who had slaves, 
jand was * enabled to go through some heavy 
labours, in which we found peace.” 

** Some Friends of considerable note” show- | 
ed a shyness towards him, on account of his | 
zealous testimony against slavery, and to one 
‘of them he paid a satisfactory visit. 

The Epistles which were issued by the | 
yearly meeting in 1758 and 1759, contained | 
recommendations to Friends to labour against | 
‘buying and keeping slaves; and in some of} 
them the subject was closely treated upon. !n 








in regard to the general use of the products of 
slavery. ‘Customs generally approved, and 
opinions received by youth from their supe- 
riors, become like the natural produce of a soil, 
especially when they are suited to favourite 
inclinations ; but as the judgments of God are 
without partiality, by which the state of the 
soul must be tried, it would be the highest wis- 
dom to forego customs and popular opinions, 
and try the treasures of the soul by the infal- 
lible standard, ‘Truth.” 

J. W.’s remarks in the yearly meeting of 
1758, when the subject of dealing with those 
who purchased slaves was before it, may also 
be appropriately introduced in connection with 
this subject.‘ In the difficulties attending us 
in this life, nothing is more precious than the 
mind of ‘Truth inwardly manifested; and it is 


labour of slaves, and privately laboured with| 1760, J. W. attended the Yearly Meeting at} my earnest desire that in this weighty matter, 
some masters who laid heavy burdens on their| Newport, Rhode Island, ‘in bowedness of | we may be so truly humbled as to be favoured 
slaves; and in the same year, he wrote some spirit,” and understood that a large number of | with a clear understanding of the mind of 
observations on keeping slaves ; but it was not|slaves had been imported from Africa into that| 7ruth and follow it ; this would be of more 
until 1753 that he offered the manuscript to|town, and were then on sale by a member of | advantage to the Society than any medium not 
the revisal of Friends, who made some peel eer Society. After the yearly meeting was| 


alterations in it, and directed a number of 
copies to be published, and dispersed amongst 
Friends. 

Whilst travelling in the southern states in 
1757, he found it to be his duty, in order to 
keep ‘clear of the gain of oppression,” 
give money to Friends who entertained him, 


requesting them to give it to their negroes ; and | posing of, or holding mankind as slaves, or 





jover, J. W. had a conference with ministers, | 


elders, overseers, and some others who held | 
slaves, and the ‘* subject was mutually handled | 
in a calm and peaceable spirit.” 

The rule of our discipline which enjoins} 


‘‘jn any wise concerned in purchasing, dis- 





in the clearness of Divine wisdom. ‘The case 
is difficult to some who have slaves; but if 
such set aside all self-interest, and come to be 
weaned from the desire of getting estates, or 
even from holding them together, when Truth 
requires the contrary, I believe way will open 


to|}monthly meetings to disown those who are | that they will know how to steer through those 


difficulties.” 
In his account of this yearly meeting, J. W. 


in some instances he gave it to the slaves him-| shall by any means encourage or countenance | says, ** ‘Though none openly justified the prac- 
self, having provided a large number of small'a traffic in slaves,” is dated 1774, and in 1824 | tice of slave keeping in general, yet some ap- 
pieces for the purpose before he left home. In|it was extended so as to include those who| peared concerned, lest the meeting should go 
1758, some Friends belonging to Philadelphia| hired slaves to assist them in their business, | into such measures as might give uneasiness to 


monthly meeting having purchased some ne- 
groes, that meeting sent the subject of dealing 
with persons who purchased slaves to the 
quarterly meeting, from which it was forward- 


jand paid the compensation for such services to 
those who claim the right of ownership over 
these poor people. 

Surprising as it seems to us at this day, it is 


many brethren; alleging that if Friends pa- 
tiently continued under the exercise, the Lord, 
|in time to come, might open a way for the 
| deliverance of this people. Finding an engage- 


ed to the yearly meeting; and in this “ many nevertheless true, that Friends were long en-| ment to speak, I said, * My mind is often led 


faithful brethren laboured with great firmness,| gaged in a trade which is now declared by | 


and the love of Truth in a good degree pre- 
vailed. Several Friends who had negroes, 
expressed their desire that a rule might be made 
to deal with such Friends as offenders who 
bought slaves in future. To this it was an- 
swered, that the root of this evil would never 
be effectually struck at, until a thorough search 
was made into the circumstances of such 
Friends who kept negroes, with respect to 
the righteousness of their motives in keeping 
them, that impartial justice might be adminis- 
tered throughout. Several Friends expressed 
their desire that a visit might be made to such 
as kept slaves; and many Friends said, that 
they believed liberty was the negro’s right ; to 
which, at length, no opposition was made pub- 
licly. A minute was made on that subject 
more full than any heretofore, and the names 
of several Friends entered who were free to 
join in a visit to such who kept slaves.” J 
Woolman was one of the committee, and was 
much engaged during that and the succeeding 
year, in the performance of the visit. He 
says, ‘* Some whose hearts were rightly exer- 
cised about them, [the slaves, ] appeared to be 
glad of our visit; but in some places our way 
was more difficult; and J often saw the neces- 
sity of keeping down to that root from whence 


to consider the purity of the Divine Being, and 


almost all civilized nations to be one of the | the justice of his judgments; and herein my 


highest crimes known to the laws, and punished | soul is covered with awfulness. 


I cannot omit 


by death ; that they continued to hold slaves|to hint of some cases, where people have not 


at a still later period, and that, subsequently, 
even up to the year 1824, they were the abettors 
of slavery'by hiring slaves, and paying their 
wages to their masters. 

Thus, at long intervals, step by step, the 
Society has endeavoured to clear itself of the 
sin of slavery; but when we take into view 
the awful extent of the existing slave trade, our 
close connection with the holders of millions 
of slaves in our own country, and our partici- 
pation in the fruits of unrequited labour—the 
gain of oppression—a participation which aids 
directly in the support of slavery, and conse- 
quently of the slave trade, is there not ground 
for the question, are we, as a Society, clear of 
the iniquity? And as the first step in the great 


-| work of emancipation led to the adoption of the 


query, “ are there any concerned in the impor- 
tation of negroes, or buying them after import- 
ed?’ may not the last lead to this, Do any 
Friends deal in or use the produce of the labour 
of slaves? I fear a great unwillingness to ex- 
amine this subject closely, and bring it, indi- 
vidually, to judgment in the light of Truth, 
exists in the minds of Friends. A remark by 


been treated with the purity of justice, and the 
event hath been lamentable. Many slaves on 
this continent are oppressed, and their cries 
have reached the ears of the Most High. Such 
are the purity and certainty of his judgments, 
that he cannot be partial in our favour. In in- 
finite love and goodness, he hath opened our 
understandings from one time to another, con- 
cerning our duty towards this people, and itis 
not a time for delay. Should we now be sen- 
sible of what he requires of us, and through a 
respect to the private interest of some persons, 
or through a regard to some friendships which 
do not stand on an immutable foundation, ne- 
glect to do our duty in firmness and constancy, 
still waiting for some extraordinary means to 
bring about their deliverance, it may be that 
God may answer us in this matter by terrible 
things in righteousness.’ ”’ 





Riches.—He is rich whose income is more 
than his expenses; and he is poor whose ex- 
penses exceed his income.— Bruyere. 
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The following lines, suggested by the life and death 
of our late friend Daniel Wheeler, were handed to me 
with a request to send a copy to the editor of “ The 
Friend” for insertion, if he thought proper. 


LINES ON DANIEL WHEELER. 


He was a man of noble soul, and truly great ; 
Oft has he left his home, and pleasant land, 
To sound the gospel tramp by God’s command, 
To wake the lukewarm from their rueful state, 
And teach true holiness, before it was too late. 


Anon to Russia's cold and cheerless marshes bound, 
He saw within his clear observing mind, 
That there awhile himself he must resign, 
To teach the people how to trench their ground, 
Wherein complete success his faithful labours crown'd. 


How swiftly sailed his Frecling, dey and night, 
To Ocean's isles, through many a calm and blow, 
That they the Star of Bethlehem might know, 

Seek the true Saviour, and his glorious Light, 

So that their hearts might change, and all their deeds 
“be right. 


The grave did oft his dearest ones entomb, 

And bathe his feeling heart in grief profound, 

But he was bless'd to hear the-socthing sound, 
Go, do my will on earth, then shalt thou come, 
And taste with them the glories of a Heavenly home. 


His love, which knew no bounds from pole to pole, 
Caus’d him once more to brave the rolling sea, 
That he might teach us, from the fountain free 

Of gospel love, to bring each anxious soul, 

To fear the Lord, and bow to his control. 


But ere his labours here could be begun, 
His pious soul was from this earth releas’d, 
And fled, we doubt not, to a world of rest; 
Where angels and archangels join the song, 
Of praise and high hosannas to Jehovah's throne. 


LIGHTNING TIPPED. 


An editor who was out in a late thunder 
storm in the state of New York, thus describes 
the remarkable phenomena which he wit- 
nessed. 

On casting an eye towards the head of our 
steed, we were somewhat startled to perceive 
two small pyramids of fire streaming up from 
his ears! We could hardly believe our own 
senses. On a second look it was just so! A 
stream of light, about three eighths of an inch 
broad at the base, and about an inch in height, 
rose from the tip of each of his ears. We halt- 
ed and let go our gripe upon his mane, and on 
looking again, we saw similar, but smaller 
sparks or jets, from the end of that part of his 
mane which hung over his forehead between 
his ears, and also a narrow circle of light around 
each eye! We stood in amazement, contem- 
plating this sight, when a slight change in the 
direction of our eye, showed the same pheno- 
menon on the corner of our cloak collar, which 
is lined with hair shag. We then noticed that 
the whole height and length of our collar, as 
far back as we could see, was trimmed with 
this visible appearance of the electric fluid, 
wherever the hair formed a point. Nor was it 
confined to our collar ; for on casting our vision 
up, the frontlet to our fur cap exhibited the 

‘ame lightning tips! Here then we were in 
the midst of a current of electricity struggling 
for a passage, we suppose, from the earth to 
the clouds, and it had seized on us as the con- 
ductor nearest at hand to help it on its pas- 
sage. In a minute or two the flash appeared, 
left us harmless, and removed the fiery points 
with which we had been enveloped. Perhaps 
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|it was all in imagination; but it certainly ap- 
| peared to us as though the flash was of longer 
| duration than general, and had exactly the ap- 
pearance of the atmosphere on fire. It seemed 
to continue, with vibrating appearances, for 
|two or three seconds, and the thunder was 
| heard before the light had ceased. 


COTTON IN INDIA. 


One of the superintendents of the enterprise 
to improve cotton culture in India, says, that it 
| only ** requires the means, constant application, 


j 
i 


| decision, industry, and perseverance, to make 
| largest producer of cotton in the world.” 


is a warning voice that telis you to reform your 
system of agriculture altogether—to raise more 
|stock—to diversify your crops—to depend 
more upon banks of manure than banks of 
discouut—and to live as much within your- 


shortly come booming from Texas, like the 
(one from India. Let them not, we beseech 
you, come into one ear and go out of the 
other—but let them urge you on to instant and 
vigorous action, in multiplying your resources 


| petitors who are starting up around you, and 
not be altogether dependent upon the great 
staple of the South, the value of which is evi- 
dently undergoing a progressive depreciation. 
Rees Telegraph. 








Laws.—Laws are like cobwebs, which may 
catch small flies, but let the wasps and hornets 
break through.— Swift. 
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The annual meeting of the contributors to 
the Asylum for the relief of persons deprived 
of the use of their reason, was held in the af- 
ternoon of the 16th instant, in the Committee 
Room of Friends’ Meeting-house, on Mulberry 
street; and in the evening of that day, at the 
same place, was held the annual meeting of the 
Tract Association of Friends. We shall pro- 
bably, at another time, introduce some further 
account of proceedings in these interesting 
meetings respectively—at present we shall 
merely record the names of officers appointed 
in each for the ensuing year. 


te ate 


Officers appointed by the contributors to the 
Asylum. 

Clerk. —Samvet Mason, Jr. 

Treasurer.—Isaian Hacker. 


Managers. 


George G. Williams, 
Isaiah Hacker, Thomas P. Cope, 
John G. Hoskins, Thomas Evans, 
Edward B. Garrigues, Jeremiah Willetts, 


Joel Woolman, 


John Farnum, John Elliott, 
William Jones, James R. Greaves, 
George R. Smith, Isaac Davis, 


— ee 


this beautiful and productive country the | James Kite, 


Do you hear that, plan‘ers of the South? It Edward Ritchie, 


William Hilles, 
Mord. L. Dawson, 
Samuel Bettle, Jr. 


Joseph Scattergood, 
Charles Ellis, 
Jeremiah Hacker. 


Officers of the Tract Association. 


Clerk.—Joun Carter. 
Treasurer.—Joun G. Hoskins. 


Managers. 


Alfred Cope, Josiah H. Newbold, 
Geo. M. Haverstick, Paul W. Newhall, 
Nathan Kite, Horatio C. Wood, 
John C. Allen, Samuel Bettle, Jr. 
Wm. M. Collins, William C. Ivens, 
James R. Greaves, 


Joseph Scattergood, Joseph Kite. 


Haddonfield Boarding School for Girls. 


Should Friends, or others, in the city or 


selves as possible, Another voice, too, will | elsewhere, wish to place their children in this 


Seminary at any time during the spring or 
summer, they will please apply early by wri- 
ting to the proprietors; as they wish their 
classes to be filled by the Ist of Fifth month, 
and there will at that time be eight vacan- 


so that you may hold your hand with the com-| cies. 


Amy East ack, 
Saran Eastiack. 


Erratum.—Page 190, last week, second 
column, line 35 from bottom, for many read 
may. 

ue 

Marniep, at Friends’ Meeting, Abington, on Fifth 

day, the 10th instant, Azram IP. Rupoirn, of Upper 


Darby, to Exizasern, daughter of Isaiah Dillin, de- 
ceased. 





—,in Baltimore, at Friends’ Mecting-house, 
Courtland street, on the 24th of the second month, 
Wituiam W. Hanoy, M. D., to Mary Ann Povutrney, 
daughter of Ann Poultney, all of that city. 





Diep, on Third day morning, after the short illness 
of only five days, Saran, the wife of Moses Starr, Sen., 
East Kensington, Philadelphia county, in the 68th 
year of her age. 





, in Baltimore, on 22d of Second month, in the 
63d year of her age, Susanxan Martin, “ the blind 
Friend.” This obituary notice will doubtless call up 
in the recollection of many of our members, ministers, 
and others, the visit or visits which they may have paid 
this interesting woman. They will recur perhaps to 
her emaciated form, and eyes sealed up to darkness, 
and her other bodily afflictions, and they will remem- 
ber the sweetness of her redeemed spirit, and the sa- 
vour of a Divine life which mingled with her conver- 
sation, and inhabited her quict chamber like incense 
from above. Peace wasgiven to her, and light inward 
—so that she was enabled to bear her privations and 
sufferings with resignation—testifying to the Lord’s 
goodness, and evincing a faith in Him instructive to 
behold. In her, it is Eclieved, that patience had its 
perfect work, and she is gone, we doubt not, to the 
society of the blessed in heaven, there to sing forever 
the song of Moses and tlhe Lamb. 


——, Tenth mo, 13th, 1841, at his residence in Bir- 
a township, Chester county, Ennion Cook, in 
the 69th year of his age. 


——, in Pawtucket, R. L., on the 18th ult., Lypra R., 
wife of Jonathan Freeborn, and daughter of Noah 
Reed, of Windbam, Maine, aged 40 ycars. 
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An Affectionate Address to the Society of 
Friends in Great Britain and Ireland: by 
a Member. London, Published by Darton 
& Harvey, 55 Grace Church street, 1834. 


To become a fool in order to be wise is no 
small attainment; yet it is one essentially 
needful for every true Christian. His expe- 
rience teaches him that he must be willing to 
be reputed such, for the sake of Him who hath 


for the sake of Him in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge ; and who 
dispenseth them to his children severally as he 
will; enduing them with patience to possess 
their souls when a scarcity of spiritual food, 
or even a seeming entire deprivation of it, is 
experienced. But whether they want or 
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that “* he knoweth them that trust in him.” It 
is my earnest desire that all within our borders 
may be induced to ponder this subject, to try 
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I freely own it to be my conviction, that it al- 
ways has been and still is an appropriate adap- 
tation. It was when Israel was abiding in his 


themselves in the balance of the sanctuary, | tents, separate from the surrounding nations, 
whether they be in the faith; and whether,|that the emphatic exclamation was uitered, 
through its precious influence, they a?e receiv-|‘* How goodly are thy tents,-O Israel! As the 
ing supplies of wisdom and knowledge from | valleys are they spread forth; as gardens by 


the great fountain-head, Jesus Christ, the power 


the river’s side; as the trees of high aloes 


of God, and the wisdom of God, or whether| which the Lord hath planted; and as cedar 
they are confiding in their natural powers, or in| trees beside the waters.” And of this favoured 
loved us, and shed his precious blood for us—| past experiences, or openitigs, treasured up in| people, it was declared on the same occasion, 

the natural understanding; thus hewing out for|** Israel shall dwell alone, and shall not be 
shades cisterns, broken cisterns, that can| reckoned among the nations.” 


hold no living water. Oh! that none may en- 
deavour to open the book of heavenly wisdom 
by means of any key, except the key of David; 
with which, in his own time, our blessed Re- 
deemer will assuredly furnish us, if under and 


It may, by many, be deemed presumptuous, 
to attempt to assign for our Society a similar 
| position in regard to other bodies; but when 
| duly considered, will it not be seen that there 
|is an accordance in the two cases? It is true, 


whether they abound, there is equal need to} through all the baptizing operations of his holy | we are not an exclusive people; but were we 


attend to the injunction, ‘* What I say unto 
you, I say unto all, watch;” lest the enemy 
should prevail on them to take up a rest short 
of the true rest, to substitute head knowledge 
for heart knowledge, or, which is the same, 
darkness for light, and this darkness the more 
impenetrable, because it is mistaken for light. 
«I f,”’ said our blessed Lord, « the light within 
thee be darkness, how great is that darkness.”’ 

The writer, who feels that he is one of the 
weakest of the flock, is induced to make these 
remarks, from a sincere desire that himself and 
every individual member of the body may keep 
in mind, that those who do the will of our Lord 
are they that shall know of his doctrine; and 
that those who abide with Him in his temp- 
tations, are they to whom the kingdom is ap- 
pointed. Blessed results of simple child-like 
obedience! the which, may none who have 
tasted of his goodness miss of obtaining, 
through trusting of man, and making flesh their 
aim, and thus becoming like the heath in the 
desert that seeth not when good cometh, but 
may our individual experience attest, that 
‘** Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is; for he shall be as 
a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river; and shall not see 
when heat cometh ; but her leaf shall be green, 
and shall not be careful in the year of drought; 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit.’”’ In this 
state of greenness, the humble conviction is 
sealed, that ‘* the heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked.’’ ‘* Who,” 
saith the prophet, ** can know it?’ and under 
a deep sense of our helplessness without a 
Saviour, often will earnest prayer for deliver- 
ance from its corruptions ascend as incense to 
the throne of Him who hath declared, *‘ I the 
Lord search the heart; I try the reins.” 

If ever there was a day when deep travail 
for the welfare of our Zion was called for from 
her mourners, this appears eminently to be such 
aday; for have we not, in great measure, as a 
body, left our first love ? and is there not reason 
to fear that a day of deep proving may be hast- 
ening upon us; a day that shall be * darkness 
and not light ; even very dark, and no bright- 
hess in it.” Well, dear friends, who amongst 
us shall stand when the anger of the Lord is 
poured out, and the rocks are thrown down by 
Him? surely those only who can say, “ The 
Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
trouble :”” for to such it is given to believe, 


hand, we shall have faithfully maintained the 
watch. ‘To this key of David, I feel a concern 
to invite the attention of my fellow-professors 





jin this day of outward ease—earnestly desiring | 


and no man openeth, and openeth, and no man 
shutteth,”’ may be graciously pleased to give us 
to see, that our whole dependance must be upon 
him thus revealed; and that, without this key, 
no access can be had to the riches of his house, 
no, not for an hour, whatever our past expe- 
rience may have been. 


: he who hath this key—** He that shutteth, 


The inspired descrip- 





not called out of the world to be a special peo- 
ple. Peculiar testimonies are committed to 
our charge; and above all, we specially profess 
to have our dependance for counsel, under all 
circumstances, and in all emergencies, on the 
divine principle of light and life inwardly re- 
vealed ; and to wait oftener than the day in the 
silence of all flesh, for its holy illuminations 
and leadings; and although, in the view of 
some, it may savour of sectarianism, to sup- 
pose that there is danger for the young and 
inexperienced, indeed for any of us, to assu- 





tion of the state of one of the seven churches | ciate so intimately as we do, with such as see 


may afford a salutary warning in this respect. |not eye to eye with us in this respect, as well 


it would seem that in her own apprehension 
she abounded in the fruits of the Spirit—she 
had borne, and had patience, and for Christ’s 
sake had laboured, and had not fainted—she 
had even tried them, who said, they were 
apostles, but were not, and had found them 
liars ; and yet her condition was pronounced by 
Him whose eyes -are “as a flame of fire,”’ to 
be so fallen, that unless she repented, her can- 
dlestick would be quickly removed out of his 
place. 

In another land, lamentably has the enemy 
of all good succeeded in beguiling many ur- 
stable professors with us into reliance on their 
reasoning powers, and a consequent adoption 
of doctrines utterly at variance with our reli- 
gious profession—doctrines which are the bit- 
ter fruit of that wisdom which is from beneath. 
There is cause for much thankfulness, that a 
barrier has hitherto been generally opposed to 
the introduction of these doctrines among 
Friends in this land; but is there not danger, 

that unless we are preserved in abiding watch- 
fulness and deep humility, ‘* our loins girded 
about, and our lights burning,”’ we may, whilst 
zealously opposing one error, be entangled in 
another? In endeavouring to uphold even right 
principles, there is reason to fear that if we 
neglect to stand upon our watch, and to set us 
upon the tower, we shall ourselves be beguiled 
into a dependance on the form, instead of the 
power; and if in this way the subtle enemy 
can but draw us from the pure life, his purpose 
is as effectually answered as if he had betrayed 
us into open apostacy. 

In days that are past, the Scripture declara- 
tion, that Israel should “ dwell alone,’ was 
often quoted as applicable to our Society. A 
similar application of it in this day will proba- 
bly induce considerable censure ; nevertheless, 


as in respect to our subordinate characteristic 
testimonies ; there seems to be too much reason 
for apprehending that such association has 
often proved a snare to many of our members, 
and that it is a cunning device of the enemy to 
draw them away from the simplicity of the 
truth, and from implicit submission to the 
teachings of Christ’s Spirit within them. 
Thus, under the specious pretext of liberality, 
or perhaps even of usefulness, a relaxation in 
the support of testimonies, for which our 
worthy ancestors were made willing to suffer 
the loss of all, has followed in various ways. 
Is it not sorrowful to observe, that divers, if not 
nearly all of those precious testimonies, are 
now, by many amongst us, evaded if not 
wholly relinquished? Is not the plain lan- 
guage in addressing an individual too often 
avoided? And when speaking to or of indi- 
viduals or companies, are not terms customary 
with the world, and sometimes scarcely con- 
sistent with truth, adopted as substitutes for 
proper names, or for other correct appellations ; 
because these latter might sound uncouthly to 
those who do not scruple to receive honour one 
of another? among which terms may be noted 
as pre-eminently inconsistent with our profes- 
sion, titles indicative of what are called degrees 
in divinity. Again, how great is the present 
deviation from plainness of apparel; also in 
regard to hat honour, and the adoption of names 
of days and months derived from heathen idol- 
atry; and the designation of quarter days from 
popish mass days—in prefixing the term 
‘* Saint” to names of places or parishes ; and 
in calling a building apptopriated to public 
worship a church—also so pointedly testified 
against by our ancestors in the beginning; to 
which may be added, the attendance by some 
of missionary meetings, and occasionally, even 
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of assemblies for worship, in which forms and 
ceremonies are introduced, against which also | 
our faithful predecessors in the authority of 
truth testified, and from which they laboured 
earnestly to draw off the people. In this day, 
the testimonies committed to our charge are | 
the game. Yet far be it from me to pass cen- 
sure upon my Christian brethren of other de- 











the sincere milk of that word from which only | 
the illumination which subjects and purifies 
the natural part is derived. Another symptom 
that has often affected me with sorrow is evi- 
dent, as I apprehend, in the character of many, 
if not the generality of our meetings for dis- 
cipline. ‘These meetings, it will, | expect, be 
admitted, were established under the immediate 


nominations. I believe that there are among | guidance of best wisdom. If we admit this, 


them many sincere in heart, according to the 


degree of light they have received; but if we | 


would point out to them that which they have 
not yet attained, we must not lower the stand- 


ard entrusted to us as a people to lift up to the | 


nations, on which is inscribed the essential spi- 





rituality of the gospel dispensation, which leads 


must it not be also necessarily admitted, that 
their important deliberations cannot be profit- 
ably conducted, except under the influence of a 
measure of the same heavenly wisdom? And 
if so, does it not equally follow that those only 
who evince a living concern on their own ac- 
count, and for the spiritual welfare of the 


from types and shadows, and lifeless forms, to | Society at large ; and who, among other indi- 
that worship of the Father in spirit and in /cations manifest that concern, by a faithful sup- | 
trath, in which God, through the revelation of| port of our various testimonies, and a regular 
his Son Jesus Christ is pre-eminently the teach- /attendance of meetings for worship on week 
er of his people Himself. If it should be sug- | days, as well as on First days, can be rightly 
gested that the foregoing: are little things, 1| qualified to take an active part in those deliber- 
would remark, that nothing is little which the | ations, or to fill important offices in those meet- 
great Head of the Church condescends to re-| ings, or in the church by their delegation ? 
veal or command ; nor can it well be doubted,| Another thing materially tending, in my ap- 
that while weakness prevails in what we are | prehension, to our spiritual hurt, is the taking | 
apt to consider as little, dwarfishness, at least, | part with the world in contentions regarding | 
will ensue in the greater ; seeing that the decla- | public matters, whether ecclesiastical or civil ; 
ration of our blessed Lord himself was, ‘* He | unfavourable as they are to the quietude essen- 
that is faithfal in that which is least, is faithful | tial to the growth of the immortal seed. Our | 
also in much, and he that is unjust in the least| blessed Lord said of his disciples that they | 
is unjust also in much.” ‘The example re-| were not of this world; neither so are his de-| 
corded of Saul is awful. He ventured to com-| voted followers now, for they are still chosen 
promise the Divine command, performing only | by him out of the world. 
what he judged to be the material part, and| In reviewing the state of our beloved youth 
omitting what he deemed comparatively im-|in particular, is there not cause for the inquiry, 
material; but his unfaithfulness cost him the|does the dew of Hermon descend upon them | 
kingdom. as in former years? Can we say of so muny | 
To what source can we trace the above | of our sons as formerly, that they are as planis | 
named, and every other of our deviations from | grown up in their youth; or of so many of our) 
ancient simplicity?. The casting off, by so | daughters, that they are as corner stones, polish- 
many, of badges which heretofore designated | ed after the similitude of a palace? Doubtless | 
us a self-denying people, not conformed ‘o this | there are numerous instances, where this is 
present world, but transformed by the renewing | preciously the case; but must it not be ad- 
of our minds from its customs and maxims. | initted, that our young people are, as naturally 
Must it not be answered—to a departure from | might be expected, partakers too generally of 
the power of the cross? If any depart from |the defection that has crept in amongst us, 
this power, they assuredly depart from the wis-| similar to that described in ancient prophecy. 
dom also, seeing that in the cross the power |‘* Ephraim he hath mixed himself among the 
and the wisdom are united, agreeably to the | people—Ephraim is a cake not turned—stran- 
Scripture testimony. If then we lose the wis-| gers have devoured his strength, and he know- 
dom, and lose the power, the life of our reli-|eth it not?’ A language, which, if it be at all 
gion is lost also; the notion gets up in place of | descriptive of the state of our Society, may 
the reality; and though some leaves of the tree profitably tend to arouse us to the consideration, 














may retain an apparent greenness for a time, 
a canker is begun in the roots, because they 
no longer go down to the waters of life, from 
which alone substantial nourishment can be 
derived. 

Are further symptoms needed of degeneracy 
amongst us? They are, I apprehend, to be 
discovered in habitual non-attendance of our 
week-day meetings ; in hurtful discussions now 
prevalent of doctrinal points; in criticisms, 
now too common, on the ministry and minis- 
ters; in acute investigations regarding those 
lamentable divisions already adverted to, that 
have shaken our Society to its centre in a 
foreign land; divisions which originated in the 
unhallowed exertion of the natural understand- 
ing, incompetent as it is and ever will be to 
comprehend mysteries revealed to the ‘* babes”’ 
and the “ sucklings,”” whose dependance is on 


whether there is not danger for the unity of the 
body, the bond of its peace and prosperity; 
without which the righteousness of our Zion 
cannot go forth as brightness, nor her salvation 
as a lamp that burneth. 

In concluding these remarks, originating, I 
trust, in Christian affection for the welfare of 
my brethren and sisters in religious profession, 
I have to express an earnest solicitude, that the 
spiritual eye in all of us may be enlightened 
to see how we stand, collectively and individu- 
ally, in the sight of Him who hath not failed 
in blessing us ever since we were a people; 
and who now, as ever, preserves his little ones 
as under the hollow of his almighty hand. 
May he be graciously pleased to raise in our 
souls the reverent and earnest inquiry, ‘* Where 
is the Lord God of Elijah?’ So that, through 
the abounding of his mercy, we may yet be a 


a a a ee a 
people to his praise; and the lamentation of 
the prophet never become applicable to our 
situation, ** How hath the Lord covered the 
daughter of Zion with a cloud in his anger, and 
cast down from heaven unto the earth the 
beauty of Israel, and remembered not his foot- 
stool in the day of his anger.” 
Ninth month, 1834. 


Interesting Extract from a letter of Daniel 
Wheeler to a Friend. 

Bay of Warmea, Isle of Lassia, 

28th of Sixth mo., 1836. 
After having visited all the stations on the 
islands to windwards, as enumerated in my 
letter to W. M., I found that it would be safest 
for me to return again to Oahu, in order to 
have an opportunity with the whole of the 
members of the mission, (about sixty persons 
of both sexes,) when assembled at their general 
meeting held annually at that place. Way was 
graciously opened for me in this thing by Him 
who controlleth the hearts and counsels of 
men. At most of these places we had to strug- 
le with the risk of landing amongst the crags, 
amidst a breaking surf, sometiines in our own 
boat, and at others in canoes, which when 
managed by the natives, are by far the safest, 
though subject to frequent drenchings by the 
sea; and a wetting, more or less, is calculated 
upon gencrally on these excursions. I brought 
with me from London (as recommended by a 
letter from a dea Friend) a patent water-proof 
belt, or life-preserver, made by Macintosh in 
Cheapside; but I have been quite ashamed to 
make use of it on any one patticular hazardous 
enterprise that we have unavoidably had to 
encounter ; and have wuiformly on such ecca- 
sions left it on board the vessel. How couldI 
now begin to doubt the loving kindness of Him 
whose mercy and goodness hath followed me 
all my life long? and dare no longer to confide 
in that never-failing arm of everlasting strength 
that hath been so often and so eminently stretch- 
ed out for my help, preservation and relief, by 
night and by day, at home and abroad, by sea 
and by land, among strangers and foreigners, 
whose language I could not understand, in every 
post, in every clime, ‘“‘ where no man cared 
for my soul ;”’ in cold and heat, in hunger and 
thirst, and weariness, amidst the din of arms, 
unhurt while others bled ; and safe amongst the 
noisome sweeping pestilence, ** and the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noon-day,’’ when thou- 
sands groaned and died; and how often, from 
boyhood to the present lengthened day, have 
I been sheltered from the billow’s rage, when 
surrounded by the angry tempest far at sea! 
and how was I supported in affliction’s iron 
grasp, when, week after week, heavy tidings 
of family distress assailed without the power 
to lend a hand of help; the parent stock smit- 
ten and removed ; the branches withering more 
and more; the partner of my life, and greatest 
earthly comfort, summoned hence, in matchless 
mercy, to her blest abode; and after all this, 
shall I now, when gray-headed, begin to doubt 
the heavenly source of help that still strength- 
ens me to proclaim, again and again, “ the 
unsearchable riches of His love in Christ Je- 
sus,” to the wondering tribes which inhabit his 
possessions in these uttermost parts of the 
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earth, when the feelings of decaying nature are 


lost sight of ; and the inner man strengthened 
by the might of the Lord’s power and sensible 
presence, to my humble admiration, gratitude, 
and praise; to whom then shall we go? when 
He only hath the words of eternal life, and to 
whom all praise in heaven and earth is given. 


D. W. 


For “ The Friend.” 
THE PERMANENCY OF FRIENDS. 


The celebrated Cotton Mather in his history 
of New England has this passage :—* ‘There 
are many grounds of hope, that the days of 
prevailing Quakerism will be but three score 
years and ten, and if by reason of weakness 
they be four score years, yet the strength 
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oceasionally be found on the most flourishing 
tree. 

There can be little doubt, that in most cases, 
those who have left the Society on the ground 
of dissatisfaction with its principles, were never 
well grounded in them ; for it is difficult to con- 
ceive, how a person who has once been tho- 
roughly acquainted with the doctrines of 
Friends, can become entirely united to any 
other society. On this subject, a very popular 
preacher, and one who has been considered 
instrumental in drawing off some who were 
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are hungering after, more soul-sustaining sub- 
stance. ‘These, as they are faithful, will natu- 
rally be drawn nearer and nearer to Friends. 
And from ,among them there will yet be 
raised up, those who will be qualified to sup- 
port and adorn our profession, by a life de- 
voted to the service of Him, who is drawing 
them by his spirit out of the forms and cere- 
monies, and from the “ beggarly elements” in 
which they have been entangled, to sit under 
His own immediate teaching. 

Although it cannot be denied, that there are 


once members of our Society, candidly con-| those who have been born and educated in the 


fessed, that he never knew but one Quaker who 
had changed his religion that was of any ser- 
vice in the sect which he afterwards joined. 
And a person who had left Friends, to become 
a member of the denomination to which this 
preacher belonged, on being informed of his 


Society, who are Friends only in name, yet it 
is equally true that there are many others who 
are endeavouring faithfully to support the doc- 
| trines and testimonies of the Society, and who 
| are fruit-bearing branches in it. Friends are 
| still increasing in numbers, and what is of far 


of it will soon be wasted, it will soon be cut) remark, said, it would hold good, asa general | greater importance, they are in many places 


off and fly away.” It is very evident that this | rude, because, in most cases, those who left| increasing in strength. 


zealous Puritan. knew little of the Society of 
which he thus wrote. Since this prediction 
was recorded, almost a century and a half has 


Friends did it for the sake of greater liberty, and 
a more fashionable and imposing worship. 
To such as these, I have nothing to say. 


rolled over it, and Quakerism still survives. It They have made their election, and must 
has not been cutoff, neither has the strength of | abide by it; but the above remarks are worthy 
its principles been wasted. ‘The historian, no| the consideration of all who are tempted to| its work, nor will it be finished, till the king- 

seek an easier way to the kingdom, than that|doms of this world become the kingdoms of 


doubt, imagined that Friends had built upon 
the sand, and knew not that their foundation 
was that Rock, against which all storms and 
tempests beat in vain. 

Cotton Mather belonged to a sect that was 
long and bitterly opposed to Friends, and one 
that had cruelly persecuted them. It is not 
therefore surprising, that he should have mis- 


which our Saviour has pointed out. ‘Those 
who wish for a more gorgeous and imposing 
form of worship than is to be found among 
Friends, may readily find it; but they who are 
sincerely seeking to worship the Father in Spirit 
and in truth, can find no more appropriate 
place than a quiet meeting of Friends. It is 


taken his zeal against them, for something like | true, there is nothing there to appeal to the eye 
the spirit of prophecy, when he discovered | or the ear of the natural man, and thus kindle 


many grounds of hope that they would “ soon 
be cut off.” 


a strange fire upon his altar; but the humble 


But ther@are flow those amongst) worshipper may there wait in the silence of all 
us and around us, whio also think that they per- | 


flesh upon Him, who alone can prepare an ac- 


ceive symptoms of decay in the Society. And | ceptable offering. 


many of these, with singular cn mm 
profess to believe, that Friends were rightly 
gathered to be a people, and have been useful 
in the world; but that they have accomplished 
the purpose for which they were raised up, and 
are now to be merged and lost in the professions 
around them. It is difficult to conceive what 
ideas, of religion such persons can have, but 
certainly they must be very indistinct and con- 
fused. ‘The religion of the New Testament is 
not a changeable religion. Its doctrines are 
not for one age, but for all, and are, yea, and 
amen, for ever. If the principles of Friends 
were good, and in accordance with the gospel 
a cenwry ago, they must be so now; and if 
they then led into the peculiar testimonies of 
the Society, they must do so still. Whatever 
is in unison with the Christian religion in one 
age, must be so in all ages. 

As an evidence that the Society is wasting 
away, we are told, that one here, and another 
there are leaving it, and joining themselves to 
other denominations. And it cannot be denied, 
that some nominal members find the path of 
our profession too straight and narrow for 
them, and therefore forsake it for a broader 
way. Many dead and fruitless branches are 
thus lopped from the tree. But is the tree 
weakened by this? Certainly not. On the 
contrary it is the stronger, for being relieved 
from a dead weight, through which the sap 
had ceased to circulate, and such branches will 


The testimony of Friends, to the spiritual 
nature of the gospel dispensation, has been emi- 
nently useful in the world. ‘The standard they 
have been enabled to uphold, has, ever since 
they were first gathered, rallied around it the 
sincere scekers after a neater communion with 
the source of all good. Many of these who had 
long felt the bondage of corruption, had been 
taught to believe that there can be no deliverance 
from sin in this life. But they gladly united 
themselves to a people, who not only recog- 
nised our Saviour’s command, “ Be ye therefore 
perfect ;”” but who had faith to believe, that 
whatever He called them to, could be attained. 
Many of the most distinguished and faithful 
servants of the Lord, who, within the last fifty 
years, have been instrumental in spreading a 
knowledge of our principles, both in this coun- 
try and in foreign parts, have been drawn to the 
Society from the various denominations around 
it. Both Thomas Shillitoe and Daniel Wheeler 
were of this number, and they were eminently 
qualified to sow good seed ‘‘ beside all waters,”’ 
and who can tell where it may take root, and 
grow, and bring forth much fruit. There are 
also many faithful standard bearers still living, 
who were gathered to Friends by the convict- 
ing and convincing power of the Holy Spirit. 
And I have no doubt that there are now, in 
various conditions of life, those who are becom- 
ing more and more dissatisfied with the dry 
husks on which they have been feeding, and 





And we may rest 
assured, that those who are predicting that the 
Society is to be merged and lost in other 
denominations, will not soon see it aceom- 
plished. 

The Society of Friends has not yet finished 





God, and of his Christ. The doctrines it up- 
| holds are the doctrines of the gospel, and, being 
such, they must stand forever. The Christian 
| church may be again, as it has been, led into 
| the wilderness for a season, but it will never 
| die ; for we have the promise, that even in this 
world the church militant shall become the 
church triumphant, when the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea; when “ from the rising of the 
sun to the going down of the same, His name 
shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every 
place incense shall be offered unto it, and a 
pure offering.” 


ON REMOVALS. 
From Old Humphrey. 

All who are in the habit of observing persons 
and things with any degree of attention, and 
reflecting on what takes place around them, 
must now and then be occupied with odd sub- 
jects. This is continually occurring to me, as 
those must be aware who have read that small 
part of my observations which has been made 
public. 

There is such a pleasure in giving way to 
the mood of the moment; such a luxury in in- 
dulging one’s wandering inclinations in such 
matters, that I can hardly resist it: and for 
this reason it is, that the subjects which en- 
gage me are so unconnected one with another. 
Who ever read two papers of Old Humphrey’s 
on the same subject? 

The worst of it is, that sometimes I get 
dozing and prosing over things which cannot 
be turned to much account, and then it vexes 
me. Qh the delight of feeling the heart beat 
against the bosom, and the pulse throb quickly 
with some high and holy, or philanthropic 
purpose! Those who have ever known what 
it is to be filled with a glowing desire to 
glorify God, or to compass some benevolent 
undertaking for the good of man, will ac- 
knowledge that all other designs are poor and 
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pitiful in comparison. There are glorious mo-| At last we see some advantage in quitting 
ments at times mercifully vouchsaled to us, of | our habitation for another; or some loss or 
this kind, when the lagging pen cannot keep | cross renders it expedient; or some bereave- 
pace with the beating of the heart; and when | ment alters our position, and calls us to per- 
the beating of the heart is equally far behind | form fresh duties; then again we pack up our 
the winged spirit, urging its way to the bright | household stuff, and pitch our tent on another 
end of its high desires. Such seasons as these | part of the desert, At every removal we find 
are the very sunbeams of life, the precious | that some favourite nook, some snug corner to 
gifts of the Eternal. which we have been accustomed, is wanted. 
At the moment I write this, I am seated at}Some friend, whose talents, or kindness, or 
the window ; it is early. ‘I'wo vans have been | cheerfulness, or integrity, or piety, may have 
for some time opposite the door of the adjvin- | endeared him to us, is no longer in our circle. 
ing house; some hay has been shaken down | ‘There are lingerings after what we have enjoy- 
on the ground for the horses, their bridles|ed, yearnings afier what we can never more 
having first been unhooked from their collars ; | hope to enjoy. 
and five men are now busily employed in car-| Many years ago some of my relations re- 
rying out the furniture from the house, and | moved from their native country ; they embark- 
placing it in the vans; heavy chests, corded | ed for America, and settled on the banks of the 
boxes, chests of drawers, bedsteads, sofa, book- | Delaware, in the state of Pennsylvania. ‘There 
cases, tables and chairs. As the load gets| were thousands of uncultivated acres around 
higher, lighter things are added, cornices, bed- | them when they first set about building their 
ding and blankets, carpets, hearth-rugs, and /log-house. ‘They had to fell the trees, to clear 
bandboxes tied round with red tape. A large | away the brush-wood, to cultivate the ground, 
piece of brown matting is now thrown over the | and to produce order from the existing chaos. 
loaded van, and the men are cording the whole | Industry is seldom without its reward; and in 
load. One man is pulling with all his might, | the course of time, comfort smiled around them, 
setting his foot against the nave of the wheel. | the thorn and the brier gave place to the olive 
Another fat man has taken off his hat to wipe | and the myrtle; and the wilderness blossomed 
his brows with his blue cotton pocket-hand- | as the rose. 
kerchief. Ay! ay! he is now differently em-| In that far land they did not forget me. I 
ployed. It is hard work no doubt; but for all | have seen before now on a seal the impression 
that, it is rather early to pull away at the |of two doves flying in different ways, holding 
tankard in that fashion. in their beaks the opposite ends of a silken 
There they are, beginning to load the other | cord, tied like a true-lover’s knot, so that the 
van. Grates, pots, kettles, aud fire-irons are | farther the doves go asunder, the tighter the 
all lying ready, with kitchen chairs, deal-| knot was tied. It is a pretty device, and I am 
tables, flat-irons, and saucepans ; tubs, barrels,|sure that it aptly sets forth the increase of 
and crockery. The coal-scuitle and some affection that absence in many cases produces. 
empty hampers came last. My relatives corresponded with me, they named 
The loaded van is moving, and the other |a tree after me, and often at sunset took their 
will not be long after it, for it fills apace. | tea, or a glass of their own wine made from the 
How frequently scenes presented to the eye| maple tree, underneath it, and talked of old 
call forth those of the imagination! These | times, of old friends, and of their fatherland. 
vans of household stuff remind me of the com- | Sometimes, too, the voice of prayer and psalm- 
mand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to Joseph. | ody rose from the place, for the head of the 
I have just turned to the passage in Genesis: | family was a patriarch among them. 
*¢ And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy Often and often has Old Humphrey indulged 
brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and | the thought, that he should like to cross the 
go, get you into the land of Canaan; and take heaving ocean, and surprise them in their soli- 
your father, and your households, and ¢ome|tude. More delightful to take bales and paek- 
unto me: and I will give you the good of the | ages of all sorts of things for their comfort, and 
land of Egypt; and ye shall eat the fat of the | to steal upon them when they were assembled 
land. Now thou art commanded, this do ye; | under that tree, either refreshing their bodies 
take your wagons out of the land of Egypt for | with sustenance, or their souls with prayer 
your little ones and your wives, and bring| and praise! What idle dreams of joy we in- 
your father and come. Also regard not your | dulge in! 
stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is} While I make these remarks, both persons 
yours.” and things are tugging at my heart. I have 
At this moment I can see in my fancy the | hitherto been speaking of the removals that ap- 
venerable Jacob journeying into the land of| pertain more immediately to the body; what 
Egypt, surrounded with his stuff, to fall upon | shall 1 say to the removal of the soul from its 
the neck of his best beloved son. earthly, perishable tabernacle, to the glorious 
Many a removal have I seen in my time ;| mansion prepared for the believers in Christ? 
some that have been pleasant and cheerful, and|'That will be something like a removal! we 
others that have made my heart ache. Poor | shall have no need to regard our stuff, no ne- 
mortals as we are, we move about fiom one/|cessity to repair or beautify our new abode. 
crazy habitation to another: we put on a little | There will be no damp walls and smoky chim- 
paint, we patch on a little plaster, we remove | neys; no ill-natured neighbours, no rent and 
our household stuff, and begin, as it were, | taxes to pay there! ‘The mansion is fair, and 
anew. We enter a fresh neighbourhood, and |lightsome, and glorious. ‘The rent, as well as 
form fresh acquaintances; and perhaps years | the land-tax, is redeemed, and the lease is fully 
roll on before we feel an inclination, or find a| granted, and its term is ‘* for ever and ever !”” 
necessity, for another removal. Here I have run into a strange mistake in 





talking of alease. No! no! there is no lease 
at all in the affair. Heaven, und happiness, 
and eternity, are, through Divine grace, the 
freehold of God’s people; for they are the 
children of God, ‘and if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.” 

If this be the true state of the case, as un- 
doubtedly it is, then may we patiently endure 
the temporary changes that take place in our 
worldly affairs. Our household stuff may be- 
gin to look a little old-fashioned. ‘The tene- 
ment to which we have removed may not be so 
coimodious as the last; our funds may be di- 
minished, and our friends fewer than before, 
but let not these things trouble us. Those who 
are heirs of the eternal things of heaven, should 
not value too highly the transitory things of 
earth. It may be well to be able to say, ina 
worldly sense, ‘* By-and-by I shall remove to 
the house yonder on the hill, which is larger, 
and better, and pleasanter than this which i 
now inhabit in the valley; but it is much 
better to say, ‘* We know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

While I have been thus musing and noting 
down my thoughts, the last van has moved 
away. 

The butcher has been to the vacant tenement, 
and has gone back again, finding no one to 
give him an order. ‘The brewer's cart has 
arrived with a barrel of ale: it is too late; the 
gate is shut, and the brewer has doubiless 
lost acustomer ; the house is empty, the house- 
hold stuff is removed. The tenant is gone, 
and Old Humphrey, having mused so long on 
removals, must now go too. 


od 


Prevention of Accidents by Fire-—A cor- 
respondent of the Courier recommends, that 
after apparel, bed-furniture, &c., is washed, it 
be rinsed in water in which a small quantity of 
saltpetre has been dissolved. This, he says, 
improves the appearance of the article, and 
should it come in contact with the fire, prevents 
its bursting into flame, so that the fire may be 
extinguished with ease. 


The Creole Case has been brought before 
the House of Lords. The law authorities and 
public men on all sides, agreed that there was 
no authority to surrender the fugitives, nor 
hold in custody the alleged mutineers; and 
Lord Aberdeen distinctly stated that orders 
had been sent out to Nassau to set at liberty 
those of the Creole’s revolted slaves who had 
been detained in custody. 

Lord Campbell is reported to have gone the 
whole length against remuneratién. He said: 
— With regard to the claim for compensa- 
tion, as slavery was not recognised by the law 
of England, the slave was free, ipso facto, as 
soon as he had set foot on the British territory, 
and America had no claim for compensation.” 

Phila. Gazette. 
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